
MAY/JUNE 2011 VOLUME 4, ISSUE 3 

A NEWSLETTER FOR FRIENDS OF EVANSVILLE STATE HOSPITAL 

COMMUNITY CONNECTION 

GERIATRIC SERVICES 
700-F unit, one of five treatment units at the hospital, provides treatment for 42 of our medically 

fragile, longer term patients. With the recent realignment of the hospital, additional rehabilitation 

therapists, a social service specialist supervisor, and some new nursing staff have revamped the 

programming and reinstituted trips to the canteen for the patients. It seems there is renewed 

interest among the patients to participate in the newly designed treatment programs as 

attendance in programs has increased. The focus of programming includes but is not 

limited to Tai-Chi, community outings, expressive therapy, range of motion exercises, 

health promotion, discharge preparation, and a greater emphasis on outside activities to 

take advantage of the spring and summer weather.  We are currently exploring the 

possibility of beginning a gardening program for the patients as well.  

We concentrate heavily on the prevention of falls on this unit.  Patients are encouraged to 

utilize the handrails, and hallways are kept free of obstructions.  Staff are attentive to 

hazards such as spills which are addressed immediately.  Although the term “geriatric” 

might imply there is a sedentary lifestyle on unit F that is far from the case. The patients 

are actively involved in treatment thanks to the efforts of all staff.  

Inside this issue: 

The 2010-11 State Employees’ Community Campaign raised a total of $1,128,482.51 for local, 

state, and national charities.   

Evansville State Hospital was honored with two awards on Thursday, April 28, the Per Capita 

Bronze and Champion Award.  To be eligible for the Champion Award, 20% or more of donors 

had to be at the champion level, giving one-half hour’s pay per paycheck.  Theresa Arvin, SECC 

Coordinator conveyed that “ESH employees continue to be very generous with their support of 

community programs and agencies that impact our society and improve lives.”    

Plans for the 2011-12 State Employees’ Community Campaign include an August kick-off with 

breakfast items, chili, soup, and baked items; and a fall auction with themed baskets.   

SECC AWARDS 

   In Memory Of... 
Our retirees, volunteers, and friends of ESH who have passed away in the past year. 

 
Lee Beach 
Susie Berman 
Sandra Blankenship 
Betty Calvert 
Karen Canary 
Vernon Carnal 
Elaine Carter Sanders 
Jerry Clark 
Betty Coudret 

Elinor France 
Mary Garrett 
Mildred Glenn 
Mary Pelle Goebel 
Jack Hunter 
Carole Krajniak 
Jim Kuehn 
Beverly Livers 
Sylvester Loehrlein 

Virginia Lomax 
Tina Mattingly 
Marjoria Ogilvy 
Opal Powers 
Nancy Rowley 
Dorothy Tweedy 
Ione Verner 
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PATIENT HIGHLIGHTS 
SOFTWARE MODERNIZES LIBRARY 

In today’s evolving technical world, our hospital strives to stay at pace 

with the modernization.  In an effort to provide normalization for our 

residents, the hospital has achieved yet another goal of updating the 

Patient Library with new software.  The Resource Mate database was 

implemented in November 2010 and provides an electronic system to 

check out library materials based on a bar code.  Staff and patients 

using the library were issued personal bar codes and informed of the 

new check-out process and library hours.   

The software provides for an accurate inventory of books and resources 

available to patients and staff.  Our coded inventory currently consists 

of fiction and non-fiction hard back books, encyclopedias, DVD movies, 

Playstation video games, and a variety of programming supplies that include educational DVD’s, 

cards, games, and posters. Magazines and paperback books are also available in the library.  

A report feature allows for the generation of a variety of reports that can range from a list showing 

items available in a particular category to items that solicit the most use.  This has improved our 

ability to purchase timely and substantial materials for the benefit of patients and staff.  The 

software also allows for monitoring of client usage which will in turn identify personal preferences 

that can be incorporated into treatment plans and personalized daily recovery tools.   

The hospital library now functions very much like a regular public library, one that is conducive for 

an enjoyable yet learning environment.  The check-out system and responsibility attached to this 

provides for the development of leisure skills that will assist our patient’s transition back into the 

community. With all that has taken place, Evansville State Hospital patients will truly leave the 

hospital with a new understanding of their local library and feel more comfortable in taking 

advantage of all the services the community library provides.    

Vocational rehabilitation staff have recently 

implemented an interest test, the 

Vocational Interest Exploration.  It provides 

a computer listing of entry level jobs that 

match the patients’ interests.  The test will 

help patients explore employment 

opportunities that they could pursue when 

back in the community.   

Another new offering for patients slated for June will be a 

basic computer training course.  The 8-12 week course will 

teach the basics from using a mouse and keyboard to 

using the internet. We hope to help the patients feel more 

comfortable with the changing times and online 

employment applications.    

 

VOCATIONAL  REHABILITATION 

UPCOMING 

 HOLIDAYS: 
 

May 30—Memorial Day 

July 4—Independence Day 

 

 

WELCOME  

K.T. Chen 

Michael Paul 

Harriet Sheets 

Jimmy Yu 
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CONGRATULATONS 2011 GRADUATES! 
Terresa Austin, Rehabilitation Therapy:  Sons Taylor and Tyler are graduating from 

Central High School and will be attending the University of Southern Indiana in the fall.   

Linda Beattie, Nursing Service:  Son Keyvatras Beattie is graduating from Central High 

School on May 28, 2011.  

Connie Cayton, Nursing Service:  Granddaughter Heather Morris will be graduating from 

Boonville High School on May 23 and plans to pursue a degree in nursing at Indiana University. 

Patricia Everett, Nursing Service:  Son Michael Everett Jr. will graduate from South Spencer High 

School and will be joining the Marines in the fall. 

Jolene Hines, Rehabilitation Therapy: Son Dakota Hines received his GED from Warrick 

Education Center.     

Stacy Hodges, Behavioral Clinician: Stacy graduated from Indiana University on May 6 with an 

education specialist degree in mental health counseling.   

Carol Huffman, Security:  Granddaughter Jamie Nicole Huffman will be graduating from Reitz High 

School on May 28 at Reitz Bowl. 

Julia Johnson, Rehabilitation Therapy:  Daughters Barbara and Caroline, and son Shane will 

graduate from Harrison High School.  Barbara plans to attend Northern Kentucky University; 

Caroline plans to attend Indiana State University; and Shane will attend Vincennes University.  The 

three graduates are also the grandchildren of retiree Merridy Little.   

Melinda Kendle, Fiscal Management:  Son Cliff Spangler will graduate from Gibson Southern 

High School and will be attending IUPUI, majoring in Forensic Science.    

Natashia Phelps, Environmental Services:   Son Watez Phelps will graduate from Glenwood 

Academy with honors and will be attending Bosse High School.    

Marty Richards, Nursing Service:   Granddaughter Ashleigh R Flutey will graduate from 

Salon Professional Academy on May 20th.   

Jami Wells, Environmental Services:  Son Carlis Wells will graduate with honors from 

Dexter Elementary and will be attending Plaza Park Middle School.   

Sharon Konopka is instrumental in getting her three friends hooked on 

quilting.  Sharon invited fellow nursing employees Carole Johnson, 

Rene Gibbs, and Lisa Kohl to an eight-week free class through her 

church. All four women created a Trip Around the World quilt, a pattern 

that resembles mosaic-like diamonds traveling in rows diagonally from 

a center square.  “All the quilts turned out beautiful” said co-quilter Lisa 

who was pleased and proud of her first quilt.   “I’ve always wanted to 

learn how to quilt but was a bit intimidated.”  Carole says putting the 

quilt together was a lot of fun and surprisingly had a generally good time, especially picking out the 

fabric.  She didn’t even have a sewing machine, “I had to run out and buy one after the first week of 

instruction.”  Her friends say she is a natural on the machine.   Her newfound talent has developed 

into her new hobby.  Rene shared that one of her earliest memories as a child is quilting with her 

grandmother.  She had given Rene a working child’s sewing machine without the needle.  “She 

would put me next to her while she was quilting  and we made quilts together.”   Sharon, the crafty 

veteran, has made quilted pot holders and aprons, as well as a photo quilt for her husband.   

HOOKED ON QUILTING 
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every other month for friends of Evansville 

State Hospital.   News items are welcome 
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Services Office. 

Newsletter contributors:  Cathe Fulcher, 

Donna Mesker, Terri Morris, Jeff Wedding,  

Donna Gregory, Pam Grewe 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 

WWW.IN.GOV 

MARATHON SUCCESS 

Aimee Chandler, Nursing Service 

Kris Rickard, Nursing Service 

Kendra Wells, Nursing Service 

Coby Stovall, Continuum of Care 

Goodbye 

Congratulations to employees Derek 

Green, Rusty Williams, and Mary 

McBride for completing half marathons in 

April.  Both Derek and Rusty completed the 

Southern IN Classic Half Marathon in 

Evansville, and Mary completed the 

Kentucky Derby Mini Marathon in 

Louisville, KY.  

Classie Norfleet 

Tera Sullivan 

Edward Petruso 

Shana Duncan 

Angela Sutton 

Tiffany Minor 

Rachel Pemberton 

Danika Malone 

Jean Ann Kelly 

Welcome New Nursing Employees!             
Bound magazines (sports, 

cars, nature, and health) 

Fiction & non-fiction books 

Magazine subscriptions 

Pre-paid phone cards 

Basic MP3 players (battery 

operated, without voice 

recording feature) 

Basketballs (team logos) 

Puzzle books (word search, 

crossword, Sudoku) 

Small transistor radios 

T-shirts (large, XL) 

Sports socks, ankle or low cut 

Toiletries (bar soap, stick or 

r o l l - o n  d e o d o r a n t , 

toothpaste) 

 

The  Vete ra ns ’  Memo ri a l 

Campaign continues to raise 

funding to update the 1982 

memorial on the hospital 

campus.  Planned updates 

include a picnic area with new 

barbecue grills, retaining wall 

with new block and edging, and 

the rebuilding of the fishing pier. 

 

 

Needs 


